March 17, 2007

To:____________________________MP, House of Commons, Ottawa ON K1A 0A6

Re: Transfer of people detained in Afghanistan to U.S. or Afghan authorities 

I understand that the Canadian Armed Forces, under the direction of the Prime Minister and the Minister of Defence, have taken people into forcible confinement in Afghanistan and then transferred such people to the custody of the United States and to Afghanistan. 

I know from reports of the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Independent Afghanistan Human Rights Commission and the U.S. State Dept. that people forcibly captured in Afghanistan and transferred to U.S. and Afghan authorities have been subjected to appalling rights violations including torture, death, prolonged and arbitrary detention in inhumane conditions and denial of all rights to have the legality of their treatment or detention adjudicated by a competent and independent tribunal.  

I find it intolerable that Canadian officials continue to expose people forcibly detained to even the possibility of such abuse. 

I direct you, as my elected representative, to call on the government of Canada to direct the Canadian Armed Forces in Afghanistan to comply with the applicable Canadian and international law and to:

1. Stop the transfer of people detained by Canadian Armed Forces to Afghan authorities or to the custody and control of the U.S. or to any other third country. 

2. Ensure that the detention, trial and release of all people taken into custody in Afghanistan by Canadian officials strictly accords with all applicable international and Canadian law. 

3. Act to ensure that all procedures and records relating to the capture, detention, release and trial of such people is subject to appropriate scrutiny by the public and by human rights monitors.  
4. Constitute a public inquiry to determine: 

a) the identity and transfer particulars of all people transferred by Canadian officials to the custody of Afghanistan, the United States or other countries; and,

b) what violations have occurred to the rights of all people transferred by Canadian officials to the custody of Afghanistan, the United States or other countries; and, 

c) the appropriate criminal and civil remedies for any rights violations identified. 

Please let me know what you are doing in response to my letter.  

Thank you.

Sincerely,

________________________________

Name and Constituency

